It can now be stated fairly confidently that medicine has at long last recognized alcoholism as an illness, although we are very handicapped by the lack of a defined common aetiology of the disease. There still remain some who regard alcoholism as a bad and vicious h.abit and are convinced that moral failure is best dealt with by punitive measures. The pessimism, apathy, confusion of thought and practice of bygone years have largely been determined by wrongfully assessing alcoholics en masse, and to do so merely adds to the hoplessness of the situation and gives heightened effect to the stigma long associated with this illness. 'Once a drunk, always a drunk' is almost proverbial. All workers in this field seem to agree that alcoholism is a constitutional malady allied to a personality disorder. The writer holds the view that so much depends on the personality of the patient prior to the onset of his excessive drinking. Four people may have the common factor of intoxication, but their treatment and prognosis depend on a psychiatric assessment of personality. Firstly, alcoholics of good previous personality as, for 
